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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and DTSC 

Broaden California’s Push for Safer Consumer Products through 
Key Alliance 

  
SAN LEANDRO, CA – Consumers will see added momentum in California’s groundbreaking 

push for safer alternatives to toxic chemicals in everyday products following the signing of a 
landmark agreement today by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
 This formal agreement outlines principles by which DTSC and U.S. EPA will cooperate to 
reduce toxic chemicals in consumer products, create new business opportunities in the emerging 
safer consumer products economy, and reduce the burden on consumers and businesses 
struggling to identify what’s in the products they buy for their families and customers. 
 

The U.S. EPA is a leader in performing scientific evaluations that lead to safer alternatives. 
The Agency promotes the research, development and implementation of innovative chemical 
technologies that accomplish pollution prevention in a scientifically sound and cost-effective 
manner. To accomplish these goals, the Green Chemistry Program recognizes and supports 
chemical technologies that reduce or eliminate the use or generation of hazardous substances 
during the design, manufacture, and use of chemical products and processes. 

 
This agreement will allow DTSC and U.S. EPA to minimize duplication of effort and promote 

consistency in our methodology, which will ultimately improve environmental protection. The 
agreement also creates a partnership between the two agencies and sets up a framework to 
collaborate on Green Chemistry issues so that California’s innovative “Green Chemistry” program 
can grow.  

 
“This is a major step in protecting Californians from unnecessary chemicals in everyday 

consumer products,” said DTSC’s Director Debbie Raphael. “The innovative spirit of this partnership 
also signals that government agencies can pool resources in a challenging fiscal environment to 
better serve the public,” she said. 
  

“Collaborating with agencies like DTSC allows the tools and research created by the EPA to 
be put into practice and be used to protect human health and the environment,” said Jared 
Blumenfeld, U.S. EPA’s Regional Administrator for the Pacific Southwest.  



 
 The U.S. EPA’s Green Chemistry Program supports fundamental research in the area of 
environmentally benign chemistry as well as a variety of educational activities, international 
activities, conferences and meetings, and tool development, all through voluntary partnerships with 
academia, industry, other government agencies and non-government organizations. 

 
 “This partnership will build and harmonize common tools and practices used to conduct 
alternative assessments to promote safer products,” said Jim Jones, EPA’s acting assistant 
administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. “These alternative 
assessments inform and speed the adoption of safer chemicals for use in products, homes, schools, 
and workplaces, which produce significant environmental and economic benefits.” 
 

DTSC and U.S. EPA signed the agreement in a ceremony at California’s Kaiser Permanente 
Sidney R. Garfield Health Care Innovation Center in San Leandro. Kaiser Permanente is nationally 
recognized as an industry leader in safer products, using its purchasing power and a sustainability 
scorecard to press suppliers for safer chemicals in medical products.  
 

“We spend billions of dollars every year on products. Yet despite that leverage we suffer the 
same problems that individual consumers face as they try to buy products that don’t contain harmful 
chemicals,” said Kathy Gerwig, Kaiser Permanente's vice president for employee safety, health and 
wellness and environmental stewardship officer. “We want to shift the burden of assessing what is 
safe from downstream users like us to upstream manufacturers.” 

 
The agreement represents a major advance for Californians looking to buy safer children’s 

toys, personal care products, household cleaners and other products. By shifting the question of an 
ingredient’s toxicity to the product development stage, concerns raised by Kaiser Permanente and 
other consumers can be addressed early on. The approach results in safer ingredients, and 
provides an opportunity for California industry to once again demonstrate its innovative spirit by 
making products that meet consumer demand throughout the world.  
 

DTSC’s informal draft Safer Consumer Products Regulations, scheduled to be finalized in 
2012, will require manufacturers of selected products sold in California to identify safer alternatives 
to a potential range of 3,000 chemicals known to be harmful to public health and the environment.  
 

DTSC expects to release its draft Safer Consumer Products Regulations in early 2012 for 
public comment. The Regulations are a cornerstone of California’s landmark Green Chemistry 
Initiative signed into law in 2008.  

 
# # # 

 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by phone at 
(800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov. To report illegal handling, discharge, or disposal of 
hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.  

 

 

The Mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of 
toxic substances by restoring contaminated properties, identifying and promoting safer 
ingredients in consumer products, and ensuring stewardship through enforcement, regulation 
and pollution prevention.  

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCPRegulations.cfm

